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MDE requests placement of RF data flags indicating the influence of Canadian wildfire smoke on air quality
be placed on the two CASTNET monitors residing in Maryland. The dates and times at the following sites
are s follows:

e Behisville (240339931 ):

May 23, 2016, hour 0 1o May 26, 2016, hour 23
July 21, 2016, hour 0 w July 22, 2016, hour 23

= Blackwater NWR (240199991

May 25, 2016, hour 0 to May 26, 2016, hour 23

Per the requirements to pursue data exclusion, the EPA requires flagging of data prior to submitting an
exceptional event demonstration package to the EPA. Maryland is finalizing demonstrations showing the
impact of two wild fires on the regulatory monitor sites. In May, fires near Fort McMurray, Alberta lofted a
smoke plume which impacted ozone concentrations across the entire state of Marvland and much of the
northeast US. In July, a large number of fires in aggregate across northwestern Canada lofied a smoke plume
which again subsided over the northern Mid-Atlantic. Both instances were tied to ozone exceedances of the
70ppb NAAQS in Maryland. Maryland has determined exclusion of these data points will impact current and
future design values and possibly the future attainment status of the state.

Sincerely,

David Krask
Manager, Ambient Air Monitoring Program
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